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enacted . , , that yearly from henceforth for ever . . .
it shall and may be lawful to and for six, five, four,
or three justices of the peace ... to assess and tax
upon all and every the lands and grounds lying and
being without the said isle, and within four miles
distant from the said ferry, such assessments ... as
to them shall seem reasonable, notwithstanding that
the owners or occupiers of the same lands or grounds
be dwelling without the compass of the said four
miles." This little history affords an excellent ex-
ample of the insuperable difficulty involved in basing
local taxation on the dwelling-place of the taxpayer.

In the same year, 1584-5, was passed another act
which distinctly names the abilities of the inhabitants
as the criterion for the apportionment of a rate. This
act, "for the Hue and Cry" (27 Eliz., c. 13), after
reciting how individual inhabitants of a hundred had
hitherto had no means of reimbursing themselves
when their goods had been taken to pay damages to a
person robbed on the highway,1 enacts " that after exe-
cution of damages by the party or parties so robbed
had, it shall and may be lawful (upon complaint made

1 " And although the whole hundred where such robberies and
felonies are committed, with the liberties within the precinct
thereof, are by the said two former statutes charged with the
answering to the party robbed his damages; yet nevertheless the
recovery and execution by and for the party or parties robbed is
had against one or a very few persons of the said inhabitants, and
he and they so charged have not heretofore by law had any mean
or way to have any contribution of or from the residue of the said
hundred ... to the great impoverishment of them, against whom
such recovery or execution is had." This must not be taken to
prove that rates were never levied to reimburse persons whose
goods had been taken in execution, but only that such persons
could not compel the inhabitants to levy a rate to reimburse them.